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Joan xvii. Part of Vet. 36. 


Jeſus anſwer'd, My Kingdom is not of this 
World, If my Kingdom were of this World, 
then would my Servants fight. 


HE Words are Part of our Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt's Anſwer, to an invidious Charge 

of the Jews, to take away his Life. 
There is no Art fo likely to raiſe Jea- 

louſy in Princes, as to ſuggeſt Deſigns upon their 

Crown. And of this the Fews did therefore ac- 

cuſe Chriſt, as knowing Pilate was too good a 

Courtier, to let Chriſt go, after a Complaint of 
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ſuch a nature, which would be to ſhew he was 
ho Friend to Cæſar. 

But tho? Pilate tryed him upon this Charge, 
he ſaw no Ground ſor it, either from his Doctrine, 
Behaviour or Dependants; and therefore hoping 
to enſnare him in Diſcourſe, he Queſtions him 
aſide, Ver. 33. Art thou the Kjng of the Femws? 
Doſt thou indeed aſſert a Title to the Kingdom? 
And ſo aim at the univerſal Monerchy, the Jews | 
promiſe themſelves under the Meſſias? To which 
our Lord Anſwers directly, No. My Ning dom is 
not of this World, if my Kingdom were of this 
World, then would my Servants fight. 

Chriſt was indeed a King, in more Senſes than 
one. He was next Heir in lineal Deſcent to the 
Throne of David. And God appointed him 
King, or Protector, of the Faithful in all Ages, to 
the Worlds End. | A 

But he made no Claim to David's Throne, nor 
pretended to diſturb the Roman's Poſſeſſion, as 
they imagined the Meſſias would. And for the 
Seat of his other Kingdom, it was to be Heaven, 
not Earth: From whence, by his Word, and by 
his Spirit, and by Secret Methods of his Provi- 
dence, he Rules and Defends his Church. 

Before he left the World, he gave his Diſci- 
ples a Body of Precepts, to direct and reform their 
Manners, as Conditions whereupon they might 
obtain Heaven ; 2nd ſome of theſe Preceprs did 
pur them in mind to obey the Civil Magiſtrates, 
to be ſubjett to Principalities and Powers. 


And 
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trigues, Conſpiracies, or Conqueſts. So that he 
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And left a general Commiſſion ſhould be 
thought to concern no Man in particular, and 


end in as general a Neglect; he appointed an Or- 
der of Men, whoſe Buſineſs it ſhould be to in- 


culcate his · Doctrines; to Perſuade, Exhort, Re- 


buke, Beſeech, yet without external Coactive 
Juriſdiction, to Force and Subdue to Obedience. 


He gave no Leave, inuch leſs Authority to oppoſe, 


deſtroy, alter, or erect anew, any Form of Civil 


Government, under Colour of his Religion; he 


difavows the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, in 


the Way of worldly Kingdoms, by Policies, In- 


might fairly ſay, as he did to Pilate, My Ming dom 
is not of this World. Ceſar is in no Danger from 
the Kingdom I maintain: The Rights of the Ci- 

vil Empires, and of the true Chriſtian Religion, 
are conſiſtent, they do not thwart each other. 

By this Character, we may judge, which Church 
profeſſes the true Chriſtian Religion, which 
falſely pretends to it. 

Chriſt, who beſt knew the Genius and Deſign 
of his Religion, lays it down as a certain Truth, 
His Kingdom is not of this World. Conſequently 
whatever Church aſſumes the Figure of a world- 
ly Kingdom; whatever Church claims, and 
ſtrives for an univerſal Monarchy upon Earth, 
and affects Dominion over the Bodies and Eſtates 
of Men, and eſtabliſhes and enlarges itſelf, the 
ſame Way worldly Kingdoms do, by Policy, Fraud 
and the Sword; it is fo far Antichriſtian. It can- 
not be the Church of Chriſt, which is ho 

hriſt's 
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Chriſt's Deſcription of his Church, which Uſurps 
an Authority that Chriſt has renounced. 
Tou muſt all know, I mean the Church of 
Rome, which ſtands condemned by this Rule. 
That is the Church, which like Heathen Rome of 
old, Rejpweth over the Kingdoms the Earth, 
Rev. xvii. 18. There is no Church beſide, nor 
ever was in the World, that pretends to the like 
Dominion. 5 

To put it paſt Exception, my Undertaking ſhall 
be to ſhew, the Contradiction of the Raman 
Church to Chriſt's Profeſſion, in theſe three Par- 
ticulars, which I think, do fully expreſs the Im- 
port of Chriſt's Words, My Kingdom is not of 
this World, elſe would my Servants fight. 


I. The Power exerciſed by the Church of 
Name in Popiſh Countries, is the Power of 
the Kingdoms of this World, and does in 


Effect, prove the Pope a Civil Monarch over 
all thoſe Countries. 


II. The Means by, and the Ends to which this 
| Monarchy was advanced, and is ſu 
-_ 8 human, political, not to ſay de- 
viliſh. 


III. Of all the Means uſed by the Church of 
Nome, to ſpread, reſtore and eſtabliſh Reli- 
ion, Cruelty is the moſt diſtinguiſhiog. 

Which will lead us into Remembrance of 
this Day's double Deliverance. 2's 

Firſt, 


AV + > 


Nome in Popiſh Countries, is t 


” 


on the Fifth of November. | + 


Firſt, the Power exerciſed by the Church of 
Power of the 
Kingdoms of this World, and does in Effect 
prove- the Pope a Civil Monarch over all thoſe 
Countries. | 0 

In Rome, and the Eſtate of the Church, it is 
the very Power the Roman Emperors had; and 
ſurely that Power is of this World, to which 
Chriſt oppoſed his Kingdom. The m 
Rome originally had no Temporal Power. The 
Beginning of it was owing to the Favour and 
Grant of the Chriſtian Roman Emperors: And 
the Encreaſe of it, was meer Uſurpation, in the 
Abſence of the Emperors at Conſtantinople, So 
much Power as the Popes got, the Emperors. loſt : 
At laſt they deviſed Ways, to drive the Empe- 
rors Officers quite out of Italy, and gradually 
crept into their Authority themſelves, under ano- 
ther Name, as Biſhops of Rome. 

Their Ambition did not reſt here. The Pro» 
vinces of the Weſtern Empire, being now erected 
into Kingdoms. *rwas the Study of the Church 
of Rome, how to extend her Sovereignty among 
them. And in Time, She compaſſed that Autho- 
rity in and over them, which falls nothing ſhort 
of Imperial. 3 

It is in the Exerciſe of this Power, over King- 
dotus in Communion with her, and in her Claim 
to it, in all Places, where her Religion has not 
yet got footing, that the Papal Monarchy conſiſts. 


And tho' they may diſſemble it ſometimes, under 


the 
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the colorable Names of a Spiritual, and a mixt 
Power, which is a Temporal Power, in order to 
a Spiritual, yet nd Names can change the Nature 
of Things ; the Power they uſe, is nevertheleſs 
a true proper Civil Power, ſuch as other ſupreme 
Powers demand of their own Subjects, ſuch as 
Popiſh Kings were once poſſeſſed of, and ſtruggled 
hard to Retain, and till grieve to ſee Raviſh'd 
from them againſt their Wills, and therefore being 
pretended to in all the Kingdoms of the Earth, 
can be noleſs than an univerſal Monarchy. 

This will appear beſt, from an Enumeration 
of ſeveral Kingly Acts, which the Papacy exer- 
Ciſes in all Places that acknowledge Popery. As, 


1. The Pope has Subjects of his own, in every 
Kingdom, independent of the Prince, to whom 
their Allegiance is due. 

2. He impoſes Laws of his own on all the 
Subjects of other Princes, and has proper Officers, 
SO. Priſons and Puniſhments, ta enforce thoſe 

WS, 

3. He demands and receives Tribute of the 
People in every Kingdom. 

4. He treats Princes themſelyes as his Vaſſals, 
whom he depoſes, and ſets up at Pleaſure. = 

If theſe be all main Branches of Civil Authori- 
ty (as who is ſo hardy as to ſay they are not?) it 
neceſſarily follows, that the Power exerciſed by 
the Papacy, is the Power of the Kingdoms of 


I, The 


and Chappels, which together might contain 


1. The Pope has Subjects of his own in every 
Kingdom, independent of the Prince, to whom 
their Allegiance is due: Theſe are the ſeveral 


+ Orders of Clergy and Religious, the Seculars and 


the Regulars, which amount to a formidable 


Number every where. In the Days of Hen, VIII. 


there were computed in England 645 Abbeys, 
110 Hoſpitals, 90 Colledges, 2374 Chauntries 


I50,000 Men: The Parochial oy and the 
Officers of their Courts, which were all Eccleſia- 
ſticks, mighr make 30,000 more, et” 
Such a Body of Men, void of Concern fot Po- 
ſterity, from their Vows of a ſingle Life, which 
alſo diſables them from begetting lawful Children; 
which are the natural Hoſtages of good Behavi- 
our to the State; diſpoſed in a certain Subording- 
tion, fit to convey the Word of Command eafily ; 
as the Clergy to the Biſhops and their Officers, 
they to the Archbiſhops, and thoſe to the Pope, 
the Monks to their Priors, the Priors to their Pro- 
vincials, and the Provincials to one General re- 
ſiding at Rome under the Pope's Direction ; diſ- 
perſed throughout a Nation, and mingliog withi 
the Subjects of the Prince, to whom they are 
endeared by Tyes of Relation, Fellowſhip, 
Friendſhip, and the Offices of Charity and their 
ſacred Function; and all bound to ſend Deputies 
at the Pope's Call, and act in Synods where his 
Legate preſides (2): Such a Body, I fay, and fo 
conſtituted, with what ſilence may they receive 
and execute Orders from Rome, even againſt their 
= Prince? 
(a) See the Oath of tb: Roman Prelates in the Pontifical. 
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Prince? How artfully may they debauch the 
Minds of the People from the Magiſtrate, and 
: betray the Counſels and Weakneſs of the Land, 
as often as it is the Papal Intereſt to require it, 
even before the Prince knows their Machinations, 
or is able to provide againſt them? And to do ſo, 
they are under the ſtricteſt Obligations. 

All theſe ſwear blind Obedience to their Supe- 
riours, and the Superiours, Fidelity to the Pope 
and the See of Rome. (5) They ſwear to defend 
-againſt every Perſon with all their might, Papa- 
tum Rom. & Regalia S. Petri; i. e. every thing that 
tends to enlarge the Power and ſuriſdiction of 
the Biſhop of Rome. (c) 

. - For Oaths of Allegiance to their Prince, they 
are bid refuſe them, becauſe one may not take 
- Oaths to obey different Perſons, whoſe Com- 
mands may claſh, and the Pope has the Prior 
Title to their Obedience. From which Head, 
the Aphoriſms of the Jeſuits teach, that the Plots 
oſ the Romiſh Clergy againſt the King is not Re- 
| bellion, becauſe they are not his Subjets :(d) And 
whenever their Crimes are difcovered, and their 
Perſons ſeized, the Civil Magiſtrates are denied 
Cognizance of theCauſe, orCoercion over their Bo- 
dies. (e) It is demanded, that the Criminals be 
delivered to their Ordinaries, who, to prevent Scan- 


dal, 
uh ) See the Oath taken by every Popiſh Biſpap, Archbiſbep, and 


Abbot in the Pentiſical. 
(e) Mat. Par. p. 349, Edit. ult. 
(d) Eman. Sa. Aphoriſms, p. 54. 
te) Bellarm. de Clericis c. 28. T. II. Controy. The Clergy are 
nov 10 be jredged by whe SecularMagiſtraze, altho' they obey not * 
; 6. 
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dal, muſt cover each other's Faults; or the 
Cauſe may be appealed to Rome, where it will 
not be worth while for the injured to follow it. 
Thus the Civil Governour is defrauded of a 
conſiderable Part of his Subjects: He is not King 
of all his Land : Of one Part, a foreign Power, 
the Pope is Head ; and in the Judgment of St. 
Paul, or rather common Reaſon, to which he ap- 
peals, Rom. vi. 16. Tow that know to whom ye yield hour 
ſelves Servants to obey, bis Servants you are, whom 


Je obey. 


2. Another Kingly Act uſurped by the Pope, 
is impoſing Laws of his on on all the Subjects 
of other 3 and holding proper Officers, 
Courts, Priſons, and Puniſhments, to enforce 
thoſe Laws. As the Empire had its Civil, and 
other Nations their Municipal Laws, made for 
the publick Good of their reſpective Communi- 
ties ; ſo the Papacy, upon the Plan of the Impe- 
rial, has formed a Body of Laws, called the Ca- 
non Law, which is diſtinct from the Law of 
Princes, and is Calculated for the Benefit of the 
Church, i. e. the Pope and his Clergy. 

Theſe from Decrees of Councils, convened by 
the Authority of Princes, and which firſt owed 
their Validity to the Rarification of Princes, from 
Acts relating to the Government and better Di- 
ſcipline of Eccleſiaſticks, and from Recommen- 
dations to the Laity, of Things conducive to their 

B 2 Soul's 


Laws. This is what Tho. Becket Archbiſhop, inſiſted on with Hen, IL. 
7 that the Clergy accuſed of Thefs, Marger, Felony, &c. might le tryed, 
*in the King's Court, bus the Eccleſiaſtick, Hoveden, Annals 1163. 
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Soul's Health, are grown up into perem 
Conſtitutions of the Pope alone, . — had. 
ed unto civil Actions, with coaQtive Penalties, up- 
on all the Prince's Subjects, oftentimes againſt 
the Prince's Conſent. | 
To execute theſe Laws, his Clergy are the 
proper Judges ; and they being all named by the 
ſuperiour Clergy, as the ſuperiour Clergy come 
into their Places, by the Nomination, Favour or 
Confirmation of the Pope, he may well be repu- 
ted the Fountain of theſe Ecclefiaſtical Honours, 
the remote Donor of all theſe Offices : To him 
alſo, as the laſt Reſort of Juſtice, Appeals ordina- 
rily lie from the inferior Courts, and not to the 
Prince's Courts, which plainly infers a diſtin 
and ſuperiour Power, as far as theſe Cauſes ga 
over the Prince's Subjects. 5 
The Intercourſe of Religion, with the Affairs 
of a ſocial Life being almoſt infinite, room is 
given for drawing Multitudes of civil Cauſes to 
their Courts, under a Colour of Rehgion, which 
the Canons are to defend: And it being a Rule 
of Law, that it is the Part of a good Judge to 
amplifie his Juriſdiction, one may be ſure the Ec- 
clefiaftick Judges will let no Opportunity :{lip, of 
Encroaching on the civil Coutts; and there will 
not be — 4 able Pens to deſend, nor the Pa- 
pal Authority to ſupport new Acquiſitions of Powe 
er, thatbring withal great Profit. 8 


* 


- To terriſie Gainſayers, they enfarce their Laws 
with Puniſhments; I mean not only Excommu- 
nication,” which, as exerciſed in the Church of 
Rome, is in it's Conſequenęes the mſt — 
| 4 >." 8 
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thruſt in, and never more heard of : And the 
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civil Puniſhment; but alſo Bodily Tflictions uſed 


on the Laity as well as Clergy. Every Religious 
Houſe and Palace in Popiſh Countries, has its 


Priſon or Dungeon, where they immure, ſcourge, 
ſtarve, torture, and, for ought the World knows, 


put to Death their Offenders : The Lollards Towers 


are fad Remains of ſuch Proceedings formerly in 


this Land. There Innocent Men, ſuſpected of 
knowing more of Chriſt's Religion, and believing 


leſs of the Pope's, than the Clergy did, were 


ſawcy Liberty of the Inquiſitors in other Coun- 
tries, witneſſes, that the Preſence-Chamber of the 


King is no Sanctuary tothoſe, whom their Church 


pleaſes to accuſe. At the ſame time, that they 
make their Churches Places of Refuge and Pro- 
tection, to the blackeſt Criminals againſt the State: 
This holy Tribunal ſor ſooth, ſhall ſeize the King's 
Subjects before his Face, and put them to the 
Rack within his own Dominions, and the Re-deli- 
very of their Perſons is often denied, though the 
Prince deſire it. 
+ How farthey may proceed againſt living Kings, 
may be conjeQured from their Deliberation con- 
cerning the dead Body ofthe Emperor Ch. V. F 
Having betaken himſelf to a Life of Devotion and 
Study of the Scriptures in his Old Age, though he 
died in their Communion; yet the Inquiſitors of 
Spain reſolved to take up his Body and burn it as 
an Heretick, but that his Son by ſecret and mild 
Ways diverted the Execution. * 

| ter 
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After this we need not ſcruple to ſay, what 
would have become of our King Hen. IT. had the 
Inquiſition been then in Force. That King could 
reconcile himſelf to the Court of Rome, after the 
Death of Thomas 4 Becket his Traytor Subject, on 
no other Terms, than the expoſing of his naked 
Back to the Monks of Canterbury, and ſuffering 
each of them to whip him till the Blood came, 
. gladly reſorted thither in Numbers to do the 

eat. 

The Fact is undeniable, Matth. Paris, Hoveden 
and MWalſing ham, all Church Men of that Age, re- 
late it under the Lear 1174. 

And now think with yourſelves, what a Ridi- 
culous Idea of Majeſty ſuch an Action muſt give 
the People ! Say, in whom the Supremacy of the 
King refided? In King Henry, who muſt ſubmit 
to the Diſcipline of a Slave, orin Pope Alexander 
who Wills it? Whoſe Laws extended fartheſt, 
the Pope's Decretal, or the King's Imperial Law 2 


3. The Pope demands and receives Tribute in 
every Kingdom. Shew me the Tribute-Money, was 
Chriſt's Argument to the Jews, who denied Cæſar 
to be their King, and yet tacitly acknowledged 
his Authority, by paying the Tribute. Peny. Matt. 


xxii. 19. If therefore the Pope receives Tribute, 


he is ſo far Lord. And that he did ſo, Exg land of 
all the Popiſb Countries, knew by ſad Experience. 
Hear the Words of King, Lords and Com- 
mons in Parliament * 25 Hen, VIII. c. 21. 
« By Penſions, Cenſes, Portions, Peter- pence, 
« Procurations, Fruits, Suits for Proviſions, and 
- Expe- 
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64 Expedition of Bulls for Delegacies and Re- 
* ſcripts in Cauſes of Contention and Appeals; 


for Juciſdiftion Legantin, Diſpenſations, Li- 


* cences, Faculties, Grants, Relaxations, Writs, 
* called perinde valere, Rehabilitations, Aboliti- 
ons, and other infinite ſorts of Bills and Breves, 
e theſe Realms have been decayed and impo- 
© veriſh'd. 

Theſe were ordinary Charges upon the Clergy 
and Laity, in their Dealings with the Court of 
Rome. For Example, (for I have not time to 
ſpeak to them all) The Peter- pence was collect- 
ed Yearly from every Houſe in City and Country, 
as a feudatory Tribute, which was a large Sum 
at the Time it was impoſed. The Fruits were a 
full Year's Value of every Living in Exgland, paid 
by all Clergymen at firſt coming in; and they 
were {worn topay to the full. Procurations were 
Payments, to bear the Charge of his Legates, in 
viſiting the State of the Church, to know how 
rich it was. 

Every Archbiſhop fetch'd his Pall from Rome, 
and the Price thereof was at firſt Arbitrary : It coſt 
8755 Archbiſhop of York, 100001, in King John's 

ays. 

(2) Every Biſhop took his Inveſtiture thence; 
and in Fez. VIII's Time it was computed, that 
the Pope, from the ſecond Year of his Predeceſſor 
Hen. VII. had received 160, ooo J. only for Inveſti- 
tures. (0) A prodigious Sum under one Article, 

conſi- 


— 
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(2) Mat. Par. p. 220. 
(b) Herbert Lie 7 He n. VIIL A. D. 15327 
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conſidering the Scarcity of Silver and Weight of 
Money, at that Time. 

Every Abbot went to Rome, either for Election 

or Confirmation, and there was forced to com- 
'pound, according to the Ability of his Houſe. 
All were ſworn to viſit Rome every three Years, 
(i) where they were ſure to be ſqueezed, or pay 
dear for excuſing the Journey. 
Vet the ſtanding Charge was the leaſt. As 
oft as the Pope had Nephews, Cardinals and 
Courtiers to provide for, he ſequeſter'd or conſo- 
lidated a Number of ſpiritual Promotions for 
their Maintenance. (&) Or, if his Occaſions were 
preſſing, he demanded Subſidies of-the People. 
A Tenth of the Moveables of the Lay and Cler- 
oy, were taken at one time; (/) and a Fifth of 
all Clergymen's Goods, at another. (m) Or he 
impoſed Indulgences on every Family, to be paid 
for at his Price, whether they needed them or 
not. (u) 

But if the Prince be under the greateſt Neceſ- 
fity, the Canon Law declares it unlawful, for the 
ſecular Power to impoſe Subſidies on the Clergy 
within their Dominions: (o) The Pope's Leave 
muſt be firſt asked; and that is ſometimes denied, 
as it was to Eaward I. (p) and ſeldom granted, 
unleſs the Pope compounds for a Share. 1 

o- 


(i) Mat. Par. p. 349. See the Bifh'p and Abbes Oath in the 
Pontifical. 
(k) M. P. pag. 241, and 489. 
(1) M. P. A. 1229. p. 395» 
() A. 1240. p. 471. 
(=) M. P. A. 1206. X 
(o) Sextus Decret. L. III. tit. 23. c. 1. de ]mmmunitate Ecclefiarums 
(p) Knighton, c. 5. cl. 1280. ä 
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However, without ſeeking to the Kitig, tlie 
Pope hath obliged every religious Houſe, to find 
a certain Number of Soldiers, for his Wars in 
Lombardy, (q) with whom he has afterwards ſup- 
plied the King's Enemies againſt himſelf, as he 
did the French King, againſt Edward III: 

Thus the Strength and Wealth of the Nation 
was waſted : So that at one Time, as our Hiſto- 
rian writes, there remained not fo much Trea- 
ſure in it, as the Pope had carried off within three 
Years. (r) Yet he adds, that within ſix Years af- 
ter, he robbed the Nation of 16000 Marks more. 
And in the Days of Edward III, the Parliament 
repreſented to him, that more Money went abroad 
to Rome, than it coſt the King in all his Wars, 
which were long and many. — 3. $9 

Well therefore might England, under ſuch 
Exactions, take up Matth. Pars's Complaint of 
his Time, who was himſelf a Monk, devoted to 
the See of Rome. () © The moſt vile and illiterate 
© Perſons, armed with Rowen Bulls and Threats, 
© plunder the Rents given for the Support of the 
* Religious, the Poor, and Strangers, in Contempt 
+ of their Priviledges tothe contrary, (and the King 
© dared not hinder. (t) ] If the ſpoiled plead or 
appeal, they are ſtrait excommunicated with a 
* Compulſory from the Pope. Rome's Farmers full 
of Cunning; and void of Vittue, ſweep away 
© what is Preeious in the 2 to their Maſters in 


* « p 
p 


(J) M. P. p. 613. 

(9) M. P. Ang 1241. 5. 4%. 
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, remote Countries; who live deliciouſly on the 

a * Patrimony of the Crucified Jeſus, and pride it 

, Powpoully, with what belongs to another. One 

ight ſer good Men, with Grief at Heart, with 

„ Sighs — Tears, and Groans, bemoaning and 

2 ay ing, *twere better for us to die, than to behold 

* the Calamities of our Country, and the good 

people in it. Wo to Eng land. once the Miſtreſs 

: of 'rovinces, and Ruler of Nations! — How 

* isitbecometributary ! — God in his Anger hath 

« ' fer upa Pope, a Hypocrite, and Tyrant,to Reign 
over them. Thus far Matth. Paris. 


* The laſt Inſtance of the Pope's kingly Au- 
thority, is, his treating Princes themſelves as his 
Vaſſals, whom he depoſes and ſets up at Pleaſure. 
To this Effect, it. is taught among the prime Do- 
Qrines of the Chriſtian Religion, neceſſary to 
Salvation, that Princes becoming Tyrants, or 

Heretical (i. e. in other Words, undutiful to the 
Pope, and the Pope himſelf is to % Judge of that) 
may be excommunicated by the Pope, and being 
excommunicated, they forfeit thete Crowns py 
fatto: The People are thereupon abſolved from 
their Allegiance, nay, are bound to diſtreſs and 
depoſe them, (a) and join with other Princes that 
are charged wich the executing of the Pope's 
Sentence, and to transfer their Obedience to him, 
on whom the Pope ſhall beſtow the Kingdoms, 
without 2 * States of the Nations. 


To 


(4) The Oath of rbe Roman Prelates, , 3 (proſecure 20 
their utmcſt, all Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, and * Ov * e 
P. *, and bis Succefſors, Vids Pontifical, 5 Ec 


—ͤ — 
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To enſnare Princes into Acts of Compliance, 
that were afterwards produced, to Countenance 
this Superiority ; where they found any Flaw in 
a King's Title, they offered to corroborate his Ti- 
tle, upon ſome inconſiderable Acknowledgment 
to their See ; where the Legitimacy of a King's 
Birth might be diſputed, from the probibired 
Degrees of the Pope's making, and not God's, 
they would ſupply the DefeA, for a few Con- 
ceſſions tothe Papacy ; and ſoon after turned theſes 
Conceſſions againſt the Princes, as ſo many In- 
ſtances of their owning Homage and Subjection. 

Under a feigned Concern for Religion, they ſlipꝰd 
a Clauſe into the Coronation-Oath of Princes, (w) 
to defend the Rights of the holy Roman Church, 
and preſently themſelves interpreted this Oath, in 
their Canon- Law, to be ſwearing Fidelity to the 
Pope himſelf (x): And to make War or Peace, 
to forbear every Act, that the Pope may think pre- 


judicial, and to undertake every Thing the Pope 


ſhall judge beneficial to his See, or he forfeits his 
Crown. 5 | 
Let no one imagine, theſe were the Contrivances 
and Violences of ſome few hot headed Popes: 
Theſe Doctrines, and theſe Practices, have been 
the deliberate Reſolutions of the Roman Church, 
for many Ages. Popes in the Chair, have deter- 
mined them as Matters of Faith. (5) Popes in 
(w) Grat. dif, 63. f. Tibj Domino. 
(x) Clement TL. II. de Fure-juran. tit. IX. c. wunic. 


( From Pope Gregory III. 733. The Popes ſucceſſroely excomp 
grunicated and epoſed Princes, who were all cf their Communion. 


T. Gregory III. depyſed Leo Iſaurus Eqperor, 


" "i 
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full Connelly from Gregory the VIIth's Time, 
have ratified them, and put them in ure. (z) The 
School - men, Canoniſts, Divines, and religious 
Orders, eſpecially the Jeſuits, teach theſe Doctrines 
for Divine every where. (a) At this day, *twould 
be Hereſy at Rome, to ſay the contrary, and that 
may convince you, it is Policy, not Change of 
Principle ; it is Want of Power, not Will, that 
they don'topenly avow them in Proteſtant Coun- 

tries. Bed | | Put 


Pi. Zechary I. depoſed Childeric, King of Francs, | 
P. Gregory vil. depoſed Henry ö She of Fon 


P. Urban II. depoſed Philip King of France. 
P. Adrian IV. — 4 


ed Will. X. o Sicily, & Fred, Barbar Emp. 
P. Alexander 1 el D epcſit i ion. * 


P. Innocent III. depoſed Philip Emperor 
P. Greg, IX. dep — Frederick =” 
P. Innocent IV. depoſed King John of England. 
F. Urban IV. depoſed Mamphred K. of Sicily. 


Nicolas III. depoſed Charles X. of Sicily, and gave iv to Peter 
Arragon. 


Martin IV. depoſed Peter ef Arragon. 
- Boniface VIII. deprived Philip the Fair; and ju 22 it 21 4 
Bull, which is now Part of the Canon-Law, Extravagant. 
de . & Obedient. c. 1. © e declare and pronomuce 8 _ 
* ceſſary to Salvation, that all Mankind is Subject io the Roman Pos. 


N See alſo bis wild Alleg ation, jor confirming Albert, Ki 
1 7 Romans, Publiſh'd by Baluz. Addit. ad Mane. os Concorg 


Clement V. deprived Henry V. Emperor of Sicily. 
| Bas © ohn XXII. g 


nedict XII. deprived the Emperor Lodov ick. 


on, VI. 
eſed the Emperor Wenceſlaus. 


IX. dep ; 
922 II. depoſẽ I G. bas x King of Bohemia, 
Fi I es | 

I. 


— - — 
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on II. deprived — E 
Paul III. 1 bed 
1 * — n = ſed; the je Sar of Vows : FOR 
( ne, Lat. . K. 77. Cong. | *. . Zo ONC, wa 
Aub in Sext. decret. L. II. tit. 14. c. 2. Cone Song ß. tn 5 
(a) See them ar large, in Foulis | Hiſt. of Popiſy 1 Treaſons, 1]. 
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21\ 
put all theſe Things together, and ſee if this 
Picture of Chriſt's pretended Vicat, be not as un 
like Chriſt's Ori iy as Light and Darkneſs ate 
to each other. it renounced an earthly King. 
dom, tho' he had a Title to it, and when the 
People oy have made him Ning a; his Will, 
Joh: vi. 15. hefled into a Defoe. Chriſt renoun- 
not only for _ but for his 
Apoſtles, and thoſe that ſhould become Church- 
Officers after them, He charged them, zor 10 
exerciſe Dominion and Authority, as the Princes of 
the Gentiles did, Matt. xx. 25. . 
The Pope forces himſelf into Empire, without 
any Title, againſt Princes Conſents, he had the 


| lawful Poſſeſſion, or the People's good Liking. 


Chriſt, when asked by a ew, to ſpeak to his 
Brother, to divide the aq with him, re- 
ply'd, who m_ me 4 han. e or divider over you ? 
Luk. xii. 14. ope {ets up for a general Res 
feree uncalled A. and would arbitrate all Cauſes, 
Civil or Sacred, Will ye, Will ye. Chriſt 745 
Tribute unta Czar, Matth. xvii, 24, 25. and Ou: 
dience ynto Governors ſcat by him. The P 
takes Tribute of Cæſar, and makes his Subjetts 
trample upon his, Authority, whenever Ceſars 
Will and his Interfere. 

Let every Man f ”=_ his Mind, and fay, whe: 
ther the Pope in all this, does not — AM the 
CharaQter of . Man of Sia in the e 
9 whom St. Pal foretold, that he ſbould 

imeſelf, «oye off that is called God, 2 _ 4 
above 7 and Magiſtrates, who are called m 


os 


"= 
%* , Py: 
ow * © 


22 ASERMON Preach'd 2 


.: 5 
the Earth, in ſubmitting to theſe Papal Uſurpa- de 
tions, have not fulfilled what God long ago pre- 
dicted by St. John, Rev. xvii. 13. That with one 
Mind, they ſhould give their Power and Strength ta | 
the Antichriſt ian Beaſt, to Rome in its Apoſtate 
as before under Gentiliſm, it was the Seat i | 
ofthe Roman Empire. We ſhall have more Rea- 
ſon ſtill to think ſq, if we view farther. 1 


2. The Means by, and the Ends to, which this 
Monarchy was advanced, and is ſupported : It 
would be endleſs to rake into them all Take a a 
Sample in what follows, and they are three or four 
of the vileſt Forgeries, that ever the World knew. 

To raiſe the Papal Juriſdiftion above that of the 
other Patriarchs, and eſpecially that of Conſtanti- { 
nople. that rivall'd Rome, they forged a Deed in 
the Eighth Century, in the Name of the firſt 
Chriſtian Emperor, which they calted the Dona- : 
tion of Conſtantine : Herein they granted them- ' 
ſelves all the Privileges and Honours they were 


4 


then poſſeſſed of, which was a vaſt temporal Eſtate -' 
and Dominion, and to make ſure of the Subjecti- 


on of Conſtantinople, they join it by Name with . 

the other Patriarchal Sees, though they could not 

but know, Conſtantinople was not advanced into a 

Patriarchate, till long after the Death of Conſas: 
[ 


tine, in the Council of Chalcedon. | 
However, * their Turn, and went down 


at that Tim We fee it urged rhenceforward,! 
in the Diſpſy of the Romas with the Greek 
Church, C) a trumped upon the Weſtern Em- 

e 5 peror ;þ 
"(tb En. Park in D'Actert Spice T. wü. Lea IX, again 
Ex. cf. e T. vii. Leo IX. tel 
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J peror, Charles the Great and his Succeſſors, (e). 
WM | ; yhen they grudged the Encreaſe of the Papal Au- 
thority. | 
bes Now though there is not a Learned Man ia 
the Romen Church, (4) but owns this Deed a 
Cheat; yet it till ſtands as Sacred in the Body of 
their Canon- Law, (e) and the Dominion this Im- 
i | i poſture helped them to, muſt not be queſtioned, 
aas if the Foundation had been good from the be- 
1 Sion af ; 3 
Io let themſelves into the Gainful and Autho- 
iritative Exerciſe of Appeals, they ſuborned a Ca- 
non, as early as St. Auſtin's Time, and tacking it 
to the Nicene Council, would have palmed it as 
{ 'a Nicene Canon, upon the good Biſhops in an 
| } | ' African Council, who diſcovered (F) and explo- | 
| -ded the Trick. 
' 


They were more Succeſsful a few Apes after, 
(wich the Decretal Epiſtles which they framed in 


, " Adrian. Ep. ad Car. M. 49. 
Ti (4) Laur. Valla de Conſtant, donatione conſictà declamatio a 


pud 
Orth. Grati. Faſciculum rerum expert. fugiend. | 
; . Melch. Canus L. XI. 5. 
If | Hier. Cathalanus, in Faſcicul. p. 159. 


K {4 Baron. ad an. 324. | 
1 b. eb II. dialog. adv. falſ. Donat. Conſtant. apud Labbeum 
, ript. 


| $ | Antovinus Hiſtorialis P. 1. tit. 8. c. 2. 


4 P. —_ de la grandeur & foverainets tempore donnbe 3 
1 5 To . ; N a : | 

| abbeus de Script. in Conſtant, Who quotes alſo Card. Cuſanus 
Ralph Volaterranus for tbe ſame Opinion. 

Marca de Concord. III. 12. AU Romaniſts. 


I te) Grat. diſt. 96. & Conſtantin, Sext. Decret. de Electione 
| Fundament. ö 29 8 | 


10 Ep. Cone. Afric. ad Czleſttn, Pap. apud Cod. Can. Eccleſia 
4 | 2. 366. Bd. Juſt „* 


— — 


A 255 wo x Per- 
ly. Roman Biſhops, h-the 
Hep ol Iþdore. the = 


__ or Ricalfus, who was 
SE with the Biſhoprick of ent for the 
5 » By means whoraat they got the 
beet! oO, he ſecular 5 and ra 
on by 950 vpgr {the Ruin of that of the 1 
taps in the W eſt, as Conſtantin's Donation had 
efore ſet their Zuther __ the Patriarchs in 
the Eaſt. (g) 
But ſtill 14 Sacredneſs and Viaciatroulahlangh 
of their Perſons was unprovided ſor: To ſecure 
and a bountiful Regard to their Chair, not- 


v ſtanding all the horrid Vices they were infa- 


mous for, they afted a Legend upon diſagreeing 
Traditions in A nary Century, of St, Peter's 
Preaching at Rome, and lick'd it hy degrees into a 
chtiliſtent Story. They gave out that St. ' Peter 
was Prince of the Apoſtles, and-honoured with 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, that hefixed 


his Chair at Rome, 4 ſo made it Miſtreſs of the 
World : That the Pope, as his Vicar, ſucceeds in 


his Fulneſs of Power, and as if there was a fort of 
Unity between them (h) whatever the Pope afts 
is done by St. Peter; whatever is beſtowed on the 
Pope and his See, is given.to 'St. Peter; whateyer 
Injury is offered the Pope, is an Affront to St. 
Pacer, who, as 2 is able to — . 


Bell, deR.P. 11. 14+ ory 48 Hadr. B 
1 +3 Dialog, nb ds Emend, Gran Mars, 6 Ces 
Ee. G Mi w Lane Councils, * 
i 3 

e Et e dt b. 8. Pontifal, Bidelis cker, 
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Juſtice. Now though every tittle of this Fable is falſe, 
yer it is incredible to tell how the Belief of ic in the 
dark Ages brought vaſt Riches and Reverence to 
the Papacy, and let them in to an Authority more 
Abſolute than any Emperor's upon Earth. _.. 

With the help of theſe Frauds, the Popes mounted 
into high Power, they firſt mollified, then aboliſh'd 
the Antient Diſcipline, and at length proceeded to 
lay aſide many ancient Chriſtian Doctrines, for new 
ones of their own. x 

They got preach'd up the Merit of good Works, 
the Vertue of Indulgencies, the Efficacy of Excommn- 
nĩcations, the Neceſſity of Confeſſion and Abſoluti- 
on, and with the Artful Management of theſe Do- 
arines, they perfected the Enſlavement of the Conſci- 
ences and Purſes of the whole World. For if by Faſt- 
ing, Alms, bodily Severities, Vows, Pilgrimages, and 
what Works elſe the Pope ſhall declare Meritorious, 
Men could compound for their Sins: Ii ſuch Works 
could afterwards be diſpenſed with, and commured: If 
Penances, which were believed Satisfactory for Sin, 
could be remitted by an Indulgence, and all the Sins 
one could commit, be pardoned before hand: If a Fund 
of Merits could be ſupply'd from the Church's Trea- 
ſury, when perſonal were wanting: Who wauld not 
reward richly that Church? Who would not adore 
his Perſon from whom ſuch Boons might be granted, 
even tho he treated him ill? Who would not fear his 
Diſpleaſure, who right or wrong could ſhut out of 
Heaven, and deprive of all:-Comfocts on Earth? Who 
dared doubt his Infallibility in Earthly Things, on 
whoſe. Breath Salvation or Damnation hereafter de- 
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. ha? What Folly would it be to conceal a Sin 
4 .aiPrieft deputed by him, if that Sin were un- 
pardonable without his Abſolutian, and that could 


be ed without Confeflion ? 

- 6 (Errors hang together like Links in a Chain, 
and they all point to one End, namely, Gain and 
Power. Henoe Sinners of. great Rank, are — 
* 8 iy 
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abſolved without expenſive or bloody Vows, and thoſe 
are turn'd into quick Payment. Rapacious Men, 
know the Way to ſanctify the Remainder, by refund- 
ing Part to their Church's Uſe. The voluptuous may 
live in Sin, and die in Peace, for leaving Legacies 
from their needier Families, to a Chauntry or Reli- 
gious Houſe. N | 
The Secrets of great Men muſt out, when their 
Conſciences are wrung by able Confeffors: And the 
common People at Confeſſion, eaſily receive Inſinua- 
tions of dangerous Deſigns in their Governors, and 
are as eaſily moved into Meaſures againſt their Princes, 
-when impoſed as Conditions of Abſolution, and under 
Oaths of Secrecy. "Twas thus the People of France 
were abuſed, to join in the Holy League againſt K. 
Hep. III. (5) and thus the black Gun Powder Treaſon 
was Carried on in Exgland. And all to aggrandize the 
Church of Rome, whom I may therefore Addreſs, in 
the Words of * Conradus 4 Lichtenau, Abbot of Urſptrg 
in the XIII h Century. Rejoice ob Mother Rome, for 
the Cataratis eurthly Treaſures and Mountains of Silver, 
thut flow unto thee; let thine Heart be merry, for the Diſcords 
bat trouble others, ſerve to help thee — Now mayeſt thou 
fag this Cong, that thou haſt overcome the World, not by thy 
_— but the Iniquity of Men. That which draws them 
59 thee, — nut * Go their i in: al 1 
Wickedneſ:,and hope of Impunity' afterwards : For their he 
3s to commit any Wickedneſs, where thou art J 
Price fixed. = | F T6% 17 58 OS. 
© 'Leſtly, Of all che Means uſed by the Church of Rome, 
to ſpread, reſtore, and eſtabliſh Religion, Crueity is 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing. - But this is too large a Field 
to expariate-in, at the End of a Dilcounſe. Iſhall 
only obſerve, that in her Quarrels, more Rapin, Op- 
preflion and Barbarities have been committed, and 
more Blood has been ſhed, than ever were acted, and 
fpilt in all the Wars of Heathen Rome, even tho you 


throw into. che Account the Slaughtefs:under the 
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the five ſucceeding Ages, this Juriſdiction was conteſt- 
| ed, with the Death of many Millions on both Sides. 
All that time Chrifendom was in War, and there was 
no War of which the Pope was not the Cauſe, and 
the Contriver, and the Gainer by it. When open Force 
would not do, baſer Ways were taken: Many 
Princes and great Men have been taken off by Stab- 
bing, Poyſon, Maſſacres ; ſome by Poyſon in the 
very Sacrament of Chriſt's Blood. | 
I muſt paſs over the long continuedRavages of South 
France, the Valleys, and Bohemia, at his Inſtigation. 
Cruſado's were granted, or Soldiers were liſted un- 
der the Banner of Chriſt's Croſs, wich promiſe of 
Plunder ar preſent, and Heaven in Reverſion, to ge 
deſtroy Myriads of Men, Women, and Children, for 
nor receiving his Kingly Authoricy. 
Nor can I enlarge on the Inhumanities of his In- 
quifition; & Place like Hell for Miſery and Torture, 
into which many are known to goin, and very few 
our. A Tribunal, wherein his Clergy of the Dominican 
Order preſide, recommended to the Office ; for the 
Rivers of Albigeoi Blood ſhed by Dominic their Found- 
er, ( directed by a Congregation of Cardinals at 
Rome; ſo that no one dare ſpeak or write againſt their 
Uſurpations, but he is ftrair caſt into this Priſon, 
whence there is no Deliverance, cill he has paid the 
utmoſt Mite to the Church's never-forgiving Reſent- 
ment. | 
But we muſt not paſs over the bloody Deſigns of 
this Day, becauſe Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 
nor can the Heart of Man conceive a greater In- 
ſtance of Thirſt after Blood. : 
On this Day, 1609, K. James I. and all the Royal 
Family, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the 
whole Commons in Parliament aſſembled, were at 
once to be blown up by Gwn-Powder. During the 
Confternation, the Popiſts wore to riſe in ſeveral Parts 
of England, and cut off the Leading Protefants, and 


then the Viflany was to be charged on the Paritens, 
cr 
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with whoſeExecutions the Scene was to be concluded. 

Lord Jeſus, Is this bloody Garment the Habit of 
thy Son? Is this cruel barbarous Spirit of thy Vice- 
gerent, as he would be thought, the Badge of the 
meek, the kind, the patient, forgiving Jeſus ? Thou 
didſt ſhed thy own Blood to fave Sinners! he ſacrifi- 
ces the Lives of whole Kingdoms that profeſs thy 

Name, to ſatisſie his Wrath, Ambition, and Avarice. 

For we may not think, this Plot was the Act only 
of thoſe few that ſuffered for it: It was the neceſſary 

Reſult of their Principles, that aſcribe a Right of 
Depoſing Princes to the Pope. The Books writ in 
England by the Pope's Order, to defend this Right, 
and the Bulls of Excommunication ſometime before 
publiſhed againſt the Prince and her Proteſtant Sub- 
jects, almoſt forced every true Papiſt into the Un- 
dertax ing. 

From the Time Pope Pius V. curſed Q Elizabeth, 
and abſolved Her Subjects from their Allegiance, 
2 Year produced a new Plot againſt her Life: 
All failing, Pope Clement VIII. ſent 2 Bulls more to 
the Engliſh Papiſts, to exclude King James from ſuc- 
ing, and ſet up one of their own Religion, with- 
out regard to Blood. 

King James coming to the Crown notwithſtand- 
ing, Matſon, Clark, and other ſecular Prieſts, ground- 
ing it on theſe Bulls, plotted to take away his Life: 
And within the firſt three Months of his Reign, tho' 
they were ſpent in courting the Papifts with Pardons 
id other Favours, the Plan of the Gan- Poder Trea- 
n was drawn, for which Catesby gave Garnet this 
Reaſon, that whom the Pope by his Bulls would ex- 
dlude from the Crown, he muſt mean to have remo- 
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While the Wickedneſs was Tranſacting, frequent 
Meſſages went to and from Rowe : Garnet the Archi- 
tect obtained 3 Bulls thence, to be made publick as 
ſoen as the Action took Effect. () Nay Garnet gave 
i undar his Hand, that relenting at the Conſequen- 
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ces, he wrote to Rome for a Letter to ſtop the Work 
from going on here, but the Pope did not, or wo uld 
not interpoſe. He therefore went on, appointed 
Faſting days, and ſpecial Prayers to be ſaid at the 
end of Mas, for Succeſs in a great Deſign, which he 
ſufficiently expreſſed to them was againſt the Engliſh 
Hereticks. 8 ä 75 4 
Care was taken to inſtrut Confeffors, to keep 
cloſe the Seal of Confeſſion upon any Terms, from 
Civil Magiſtrates (n). Del Rio the Jeſuĩte publiſhes 
a Book of Magical Diſquiſitions, wherein he reſolves 
the Caſe in the Negative, as the ſafeſt and moſt pro- 
bable Opinion; What if it ſhould be told in Confeſſi - 
on, the Prince and Citizens were to be deſtroyed 
by Gun-Powder, ſhould the Confeſſor reveal it? Whence 
it is plain, they had Knowledge Abroad, of what was 
carrying on at Home, and Encouraged it. * 
When God's good Providence detected and fruſtra- 
ted the Execution, in point of Policy, one might 
have expected ſome Act of Abhorrence from the Ro- 
wan Church: But quite contrary, Card. Bellarmin and 
others, began then to write more fiercely than ever, 
for the Pope's Depoſing Power, which was the Foun- 
—— of this and their former Plots. The Jeſuits 
nown to be in it were openly Countenanced. Thoſe 
that ſpoke againſt them or the Plot, were brow - beat 
en. An honeſt Engliſh Romaniſt, that delated Perſons 
the Jeſuic to the Inquiſition, for defending the Plot, 
could carry the Cauſe no farther than Accuſation, as 
Caſaubon from the Man's own Mouth affured Fronts 
Ducexs the Jeſuit. .| Caſ.. Ep'ad Fr. Duc. ] 
Some that ſuffered for the Treaſon, were treated 
as Saints and Martyrs; Garnet was painted with Rays 
about his Head. The Pope that ſpoke an Oration 
at Rome, in praiſe of Nvilliac, Henry the I'Vih's Mur- 
derer, terms all that died for this Plot, Martyrs. A 
Miracle was forged, which may hereafter be alledg- 
for Garnet's Canonization. His bloody Face was 
ſaid to appear diſtinctly upon an Ear of Corn that 
5 AS 09; BBs was 
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was found among his Quarter'd Members, which up- 
'on Examination, was diſcovered to be done with a 
Red-Lead Pencil, and no more like Garnet than his 
Executioner : However it was Rumour'd every 
where, for no other Reaſon one may guels, than'to 
derive ſome Credit from the Sanity of the Man, up- 
on an Action that nakedly ſhocks Human Nature. 
* Bur have they been quiet ſince? God knows the 
contrary ; and we know and have felt the contrary. 
from that Time downward, they have been more vi- 
than ever, to embroil and deftroy us. To keep 
the Deſign on Foot, Parſons the Jeſuit drew up then a 
Memorial how to ſubdue England to Popery after his 
Death : And in our Memories, it was near being ful- 
fill'd under K. James II. had not the ſame good Pro- 
vidence that deliver d us on this Day, from the Gun- 
Powder Plot, Landed King William ſafe for our De- 
Hverance a Second Time, and interrupted their Plan. 

In the haſty Flight of that obnoxious Party, the 
Memorial was forgot in the King's Confeſſor's Lodg- 
ings at ¶Mbiteball, and fo fell into Hands that Printed 
zit. There he that pleaſes, may read the cruel Methods 
propoſed, for the ſettling of Popery among us. . 
An Order of Religious Knights was to be erected, 
under a Rule to fight againſt Hereticks. c. 7. i. e. in 
other Words, to Dragoon the Nation, and extirpate 
all that had any Senſe of Civil or Religious Liberty. 
. Again c. 9. 2 good ſound manner of Inquiſition 
was to be eftabliſh'd for the Conſervation of that 
which they had Planted ; i. e an Inquiſition under 
Rules requiring much Diligence, diſpatch, Rigour, 
and Severity. One needs no other Proof,that Cruelty 
is ſo innate to that Religion and that Order of Men, 
as never to be ſeparated from either, till their Sins 
come into remembrance before God. WE 
What becomes us upon the whole Matter, is in the 
firft place, to be truly thankful to God Almighty, who 
harh-delivered us from ſo great a Death, _ Gord, 
» HIST 3S ad . a "wah. . 4 
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and will (I truſt) till deliver us. In the next place, 
we ſhould preſerve a grateful Remembrance of the 
Inſtruments of our Deliverance. No Man can fincerely 
think, Popery is that Enemy I have ſhewed it to be, 
to the Crown, to the Liberties, Eſtates, Conſciences, 
and Lives of the People, without Reoicing at the Re- 
volution, and Bleſſing the Memory of King William, 
that effected it. | 
But we muſt farther join all Endeavours, to make 
this Deliverance laſting. Unleſs we watch narrow- 
ly, the Practices of the Roman Agents, and oppoſe 
wiſely the Meaſures, by which our Anceſtors have 
been enflaved, we may ſtill periſh by chem. There 
are among, us, that go about miſrepreſenting Pope- 
ry, and inſinuate Jealouſies of our Governors, and fo- 
ment unreaſonable Diviſions, that turn to no Account 
but that of Rome. | | : | 
It is from this fort of Men originally, that the 
Dangers of the Church, have of late been ſent about. 
No Words are fo common in the Mouths of diſgui- 
fed Miſſionaries, as the Church of England. | 
But what do they mean by the Church of England? 
The Reverend and Learned Dr. Hickes, once well 
known in this Place, tells us, from his own Experi- 
ence in his ſecond Collection of Controverſial Let- 
ters, LB 44. J againſt che Papiſts, That the Papiſts now 
think and call theirs, the true Church of Ezgland. 
No doubt, this they mean, in ſaying the Church is 
in Danger. For can any Papiſt be concern'd for the 
Dangers of our Church of England? That Church - 
which under God, has been the Bulwark of the Re- 
formation? That Church which for above 150 Years, 
uy have been labouring by all manner of Ways to 
de roy ? -. f | x | * 
When therefore they buz in the Ears of the weak, | 
credulous, half-inſtruted Proteſtants, the Dangers ] 
of the Church, believe it, then our Church is leaſt 
in Danger. Did chey-really think it in Danger, they | 
would Reoice, and join hands, to haſten on its ns | 
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But while there is Union a Proteſtants, while England 
united within it felf, their Churth is in Dang er, and i is k 
which makes them fret, male a noiſe. and run about the Cities. © 
While England is bleed with a Li, that has the Reſor mation 
at Heart, and for chis, as well as other good Reaſons, will ſupport 
the Church of land, a principal Part of the Reformation: while 
the King's general Knowledge of, and Application to Affairs, join'd 
with Martial Skill and Courage, {em to point him out, as an In- 
Krument, reſerved by God for ſome great Work yet to be done: 
While his great Poſſeſſions, Relations and Alliances Abroad, ren- 
der him formidable to every Enemy : And his juſt and mild Go- 
vernment at Home, beſpeak him the Love of all his undeſignin 

Subjects: While his wonted Steadineſs to Meaſures, he bath wit 

Deliberatiov:chgſen, ſecures him from the. Eſſects of ly Suggeſti- 
ons, that may undo at one time, what Providence ſhall do for him 
at another, the Romiſb Church wilt be in danger. But for the ſame 
Reaſon, yaur Church that are Proteſtants can be in no Danger, 


but has the faireſt Proſpect of flouriſhing, | 
I ſay it upon good Conſideration, there is no other viſibhle way 
Taft Heaven, to preſerve our excellent eſtabliſh'd Church, or in- 
ed the whole Reformed Religion, and with that the quiet Poſ- 
ſeſſion of dur Eſtates and Civil Rights than adhering ſtedfaſtly to, 
and vigorouſly 1 his preſent Majeſty King GeokGe his 

.Government, and that of his deri hing ſterity after him. 
Every Step taken to weaken his Adminiſtration, is like diſabling 
the Body of the uſe of its Head, which-is ever a 4 with Con- 
vulſians, that may prove mortal to the whole Body. For ſuch is the 
ſtri& Union between the Church and State, under dur Govern- 
ment, that every Diſturbance of the one, muſt have an Influence 
on the other. Such is the Poſition of the Affairs of Ewrope' at pre- 
ſent, that civil Diſſentions, will certainly let in foreign Armies, 
and foreign Armies know no W N the Loſs of. your Eſtate, 
vour Liberties, your Conſtitution in Church and State muſt enſue, 
let who will get the better. Fun — 
It is therefore dur common Ititereſt do be good Subjects, and ap- 
proving our ſelves ſuch, we may hope, to be as happy as good, Go- 
rernment can make a People, to be godly and Neg. Fast ren. 
N 


We ſecure our own, in promoting his Quiet, whic 
is employed holly on Thoughts; to do us the befſt's 
Thus wiſely improving the Advantages Gop has givenus, we 
may hook/for God's Rleſſing. The Bleſſings of PS, d Plenty, 
and Liberty, of a pure and decent Worſhip in a Languageae! un- 


derſtand, and of Means to convey theſę Thin 
ceived them chro God's Metcy,” 185 Poſigfity, 
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Which Goo i His great Goddeſs gast 
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